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to be proved until thirty days after decease, although
from what Lady Grassleyes says I believe that you
and Miss Grassleyes are to be joint executors. Miss
Grassleyes has authority to use the balance standing
at the bank to conduct the affairs of the estate."
"What's the idea of not having the will proved for
a month ?" Spenser asked brusquely.
The lawyer coughed.
"It is not possible/' he said, "for us to divine the
reasons for many instructions we receive from our
clients. I cannot, therefore, answer your question.**
"No sense in it," Spenser muttered. "Besides, how
much is this balance?"
"The balance lying at the Credit Lyonnais, which
I am entitled to use at Miss Grassleyes* request/5 the
other replied in his dry, metallic voice, "is well over
a million francs. There is also a considerable amount
of cash which we shall find in the safe which can be
used if required."
Spenser whistled softly to himself.
"And I thought the old lady was hard up!**
"You were mistaken," the lawyer remarked.
"Lady Grassleyes was a person of considerable wealth,
unless she has devised some means of getting rid of
her fortune unknown to myself. My task now is to
open the private safe, take out the will, which I am
to preserve for the thirty days stipulated, and read to
Miss Grassleyes the letter addressed to her. Will you
lead the way to the safe, Miss Grassleyes?**
Jane rose to her feet. The two men followed her
down the two stairs into the adjoining apartment.
"So you had the keys in Paris all the time/* Spenser